What is the beyond the words — THANK   YOU???
            Last Sunday’s farewell and retirement party for me was simply fantastic and very deeply appreciated.  I was able to greet many friends I have met along my priesthood journey. We shared wonderful memories of God’s providential care of bringing us together, sharing spiritual moments of both tough times and joyous celebrations, and the grace of spiritual friendship. What could be more wonderful? 
            All of this came together because of the time and talent of so many good parishioners of St. Leo’s and St. Thomas parishes. 
            The church was alive with the sound of music and praise – thanks for our ever-faithful group of musicians!  I heard many kudos about the great food and savory meat – thanks to Tony Roth and that band of brothers called St. Leo’s Knights of Columbus!  The speakers did a marvelous job of keeping things flowing along with ‘interesting commentary’ – thanks to Dave Glennon, Gary Milbrandt, Jake Lako, and Fr. Paul Duchschere!  There were the many who did the ‘behind the scenes grunt work’ of setting up tables and chairs both inside and outside as well as the eventual work of take-down and clean-up – thanks so much!  Then there was the planning group who organized and set in place this special day and those who served as hospitality ministers at the party itself – blessings to you!  A very special note of thanks to Delores Grommesh and Sue Knoll for coordinating and directing this well-crafted party.
            Beyond all of this are the many cards and gifts.  I have just finished opening and reading your many comments. Your kind words of gratitude and love are overwhelming — thank you! thank you! thank you!  Thank you for 17 years of helping to build the Kingdom of God on these North Dakota plains surrounding the communities of Casselton and Buffalo. You have left a deep mark of love on my soul and I will be forever grateful for you and my years of priestly service at St. Leo’s and St. Thomas.
            With the deepest of love and thanksgiving — Fr. Ermer

