PASTOR’S NOTES

Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ

Today’s solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ has a very deep history in the life of the
Church.

Its present manifestation began with a vision to an Augustinian nun in 1209 in Liege, Belgium with the
Lord desiring a feast celebrating the Eucharist within the Church’s annual cycle of feasts. The bishop of Liege
introduced such a feast in 1246 and by 1264 it was extended to the whole Church. It was originally titled Festum
Ss. Corporis Christi [Feast of the Most Holy Body of Christ] and eventually became titled Ss.mi Corporis et Sanguinis
Christi Solemnitas [Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ].

But the Church’s deep reverence of the Eucharist certainly predates the 1200s. In today’s second reading
St. Paul reiterates the very words Christ used at the Last Supper and the fact that we are to do this in remem-
brance of him (Christ). In doing so, we “proclaim the death of the Lord until he comes.” Since Christ’s death is
a saving death, the Eucharist is a mystery of the deepest measure knowing that salvation itself is connected to its
proper celebration.

In the middle of the 300s St. Cyril becomes bishop of Jerusalem and in a series of catechetical lessons
writes this about the Eucharist:

“In approaching the (Eucharist) make thy left hand a throne for the right as for that which is to
receive a King. And having hollowed thy palm receive the Body of Christ, saying over it, Amen ... Then
after thou hast partaken of the Body of Christ draw near also to the Cup of His Blood ... and saying with
an air of worship and reverence, Amen ...”

St. Thomas Aquinas, the Church’s premier theologian who lived in the 1200s, gives this reflection on
this Sunday’s solemnity of The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ —

“O precious and wonderful banquet, that brings salvation and contains all sweetness!
Could anything be of more intrinsic value? Under the old law it was the flesh of calves and goats
that was offered, but here Christ himself, the true God, is set before us as food. What could be
more wonderful than this?

No other sacrament has greater healing power; through it sins are purged away, virtues
are increased, and the soul is enriched with an abundance of every spiritual gift. It is offered in
the Church for the living and the dead, so that what was instituted for the salvation of all may be
for the benefit of all.

Yet, in the end, no one can fully express the sweetness of this sacrament, in which spiritual
delight is tasted at its very source, and in which we renew the memory of that surpassing love for
us which Christ revealed in his passion.

It was to impress the vastness of this love more firmly upon the hearts of the faithful that
our Lord instituted this sacrament at the Last Supper. As he was on the point of leaving the world
to go to the Father, after celebrating the Passover with his disciples, he left it as a perpetual
memorial of his passion.

It was the fulfillment of ancient figures and greatest of his miracles, while for those who
were to experience the sorrow of his departure, it was destined to be a unique and abiding consolation.”

Such is the glory and splendor of this day!
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Weekend Mass Schedule for St. L.eo’s and St. Thomas

1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays: 8:30 am St. Thomas, 10:30 am St. Leo’s

2nd & 4th Sundays:

8:30 am St. Leo’s, 10:30 am St. Thomas

Every Saturday: 5:00 pm at St. Leo’s

Mass Intentions for the week of June 16:

Mon - June 24 - 9:00 am - Addison Allex by Patti Allex
Tues - June 25 - 9:00 am - St. Thomas - +Souls in purgatory

St. Leo’s - NO MASS

Wed - June 26 - 9:00 am - Michelle Allex by Patti Allex

Thurs - June 27 - 9:00 am - +Don Mergner by His family

Fri - June 28 - 9:00 am - +Eileen Grommesh by Gary & Delores Grommesh

Sat - June 29 - St. Leo’s - 5:00 pm - +Henry Sherman by Lucy Sherman

Sun - June 30 - St. Thomas - 8:30 am Mass - For the people of our parishes
St. Leo’s - 10:30 am Mass - +Karol Utt by Mike Utt

Parish Staff:
Pastor: Fr. James Ermer
E-mail: james.ermer@fargodiocese.org

Secretary: Delores Grommesh
Phone: 701-347-4609
E-mail: stleo@casselton.net

Liturgy/RE: Sue Knoll
Phone: 701-347-4609
Cell: 701-261-2047

Website: www.stleosnd.org

Prayer Chain:
Bea Bachmeier: 347-5555

Kelsey Lako: 793-7088

Maintenance: Paul & Sherry Radermacher
Phone:  701-793-7740;  701-793-7798

St. Leo’s Directors: Mark Rehovsky & Mark Wieland
St. Thomas Directors: Larry Zaun & Gary Milbrandt

Sacrament of Reconciliation
at St. Leo’s
4:00 - 4:45 pm Saturday

at St. Thomas
8:00 - 8:15 am
before all 8:30 am Masses

~ Anytime by appointment
~ Communal Services during
Advent and Lent

New Members: If you are new to the area, we
would love to have you as a registered member.
To register as a new member of the parish, please
visit with Fr. Ermer after Mass.
Please join in praying the Rosary
25 minutes before the Saturday evening
and Sunday morning Mass times.




PARISH EVENTS/MEETINGS
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JPII Catholic Schools is looking to hire the following positions:
9 Curriculum/Tech Specialist z Shanley High School/Sullivan Middle School (1.0 FTE)
91 Elementary School Counselor z Nativity Elementary/Holy Spirit Elementary (1.0 FTE)
91 SmartLab Teacher z Trinity Elementary (1.0 FTE)
91 Resource Teacher z Trinity Elementary (.6 FTE)
91 Para z Nativity Elementary (.5 FTE)
91 Elementary PhyEd Teacher z Holy Spirit Elementary (PT)
il Elementary Teacher z Multiple Locations (1.0 FTE)
9 Science/Smart Lab Teacher z Sullivan Middle School (1.0 FTE)
9 Assistant Cook z Shanley High School/Sullivan Middle School (1.0 FTE)
For more information on these positions or how to apply visit :
https://www.jp2schools.org/central-office/careers/ or call 701-893-3231.
Upcoming Ministry Schedule
Saturday June 29 Sunday June 30 Sunday June 30
5:00 pm 8:30 am 10:30 am
St L e o 0 s St Thomas St L eo|0s
Lector Tony Roth Jackie Vavra Darcee Rehovsky
Eucharistic Delores Grommesh Keith Biggers Virjean Cramer
Ministers Richard Muscha Laura Biggers Susan Kempel
Mark Rehovsky
Jerry Volk
Volunteer needed
Altar Servers |Volunteers needed Clay Hovelson Ryan Muscha
Meyer Wendel Volunteers needed
Offertory Volunteer needed Frank & Laura Biggers Volunteer needed
Collectors
Greeters Volunteer needed Volunteer needed
Gift Bearers Volunteer needed Flint & Dee Kasowski Volunteer needed

NEWS AND NOTES

2019 Summer Faith and Fun Adventures
Summer is approaching fast and there are lots of great
opportunities for young people! Check the information on
the bulletin board in the church entrance or call Sue Knoll
for more information. 347-4609.

St . Leoods
M-Th, July 225, 34 pm

. Life is wild #God is good

Kindergarten thru 5th grades

Vacati ol

VBS is open to children who are enteril

n

Putt 4 a Purpose z Golf Event

Bishop John Folda invites you to Putt 4 a Purpose, at the 13t
171 O0A1 "EOET PBO #EAOEOU 1
Education and Youth Programs. Join the fun and fellowship by
heading to Rose Creek Golf Course in south Fargo on Monday,
August 5t for a round of golf, dinner and prizes. Register three
golfers and bring your Priest, Deacon or Seminarian as your 4th
player for free! Register online at: www.fargodiocese.org/
puttpurpose  For further information, please contact Steve
Schons in the Stewardship and Development Office, at 701-356

-7926 or email steve.schons@fargodiocese.org.

The Rural Cass County Food Pantry in need of the following
items: chili beans, chili, stew, hearty soups, mustard, pancake
mix/syrup, boxed potatoes (augratin, scalloped and hash
browns), canned mixed vegetables, peas, carrots, french cut
green beans and potatoes, canned pasta, cream of celery soup,
pudding snack packs, jelly, refried beans, fruit cocktail, manda-
rin oranges, cooking oil, hot chocolate, fabric softener sheets
and diapers (size 3 & 4). The food pantry is located at 602 1st
Street N, Casselton, and is open the first and third Wednesdays
of the month. For question you can contact Bonnie at (701)740
-3398 or Shelle at (701)866-7440. Thank You.

—

There will be NOKC
meeting during the
month of June.
The next meeting
will be held July 24.

Council 9477

2nd Annual Rural Life Celebration :
Please join the parishioners of St.
*TET 80 ET ' OAEOIT 1
Oakwood on Sunday, June 23, 2019 at
(EI AAT OA AT A 0AOI EIT
near Grafton. A meal will be served at
12:30 pm, followed by the blessing of |
fend#airfaf, Ghel farin meiHmbriiafEE O
1:30 pm. Mass will be celebrated at 2

pm and entertainment will follow. For
directions to the farm and for more
information visit
www.fargodiocese.org/rural-life or
tamara.krogman@fargodiocese.or
Remember to bring a lawn chair or

blanket to sit on. You may also bring a
container of soil from your fields or

garden to be blessed. Thiseventis

FREE.
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St. Thomas $10,318 $ 8,149

Pledge cards may be returned in the
collection basket and we will see they
get to the Diocese office. Thank you.
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like much, miracles can happen! Do not think that your gift is too small or insignificant! God blesses all

the gifts we offer and makes them wondrous.
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